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versely, the more Homes there are, up to the limit of
the need, the better organized and co-ordinated they
are and the more widespread the knowledge of
their activities, the less probable does it become
that such a tragedy of ignorance could ever happen,
again.

" What is the use of the Homes? "

Surely this one happening is a justification,
sufficient in itself, for their existence, and the
strongest possible argument for their support and
development.

A very great deal might be written of these
Maternity Homes. The above is merely a short and
incomplete description of their special characteristics.-
Other facts, applicable to these Homes as well as to
others, will appear when we come to consider the work
of the Homes as a whole under more general headings.

3. Long-stay Homes

Next for consideration are the Long-stay Homes.
There are included in this definition those institutions
where girls and women reside for consecutive periods
of one year or longer. They number thirty-five, and
they fall into two classes. Twenty-one are purely
Preventive Homes, accepting only innocent, and
usually young, girls; the remainder deal with rescue
cases, and among these are numbered three of the
Maternity Homes already considered, one Hostel, one
Inebriate Home and four Homes dealing with cases
of venereal disease.

The Long-stay Homes within the Area are, as
might be expected, mainly situated on the outskirts of
London or almost in the country itself. The nature
of their work does not demand, as in the case of some
Homes of other types, that they should be so easily
accessible to the more populous districts, nor is this